DEMOCRATIC WOMEN'S CAUCUS

May 2, 2025
The Honorable Pamela Bondi
U.S. Attorney General
Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington DC 20530

Dear Attorney General Bondi:

As members of the Democratic Women’s Caucus, we are deeply disturbed by the Trump
Administration’s efforts to roll back the resources and protections that keep survivors of domestic
violence, sexual violence, harassment, dating violence, and stalking safe. In the United States, 1 in 4
women 18 years and older have experienced severe physical violence by an intimate partner in their life.'
81% of women have reported experiencing a form of sexual violence or assault in their lifetime,” and this
danger is even more heightened when an abuser has a gun. Approximately 4,500,000 women alive today
have been threatened by an intimate partner with a firearm, and almost 1,000,000 women alive today have
been shot, or shot at, by an intimate partner.” We strongly urge you to prioritize the safety of our
communities -particularly survivors- who are especially vulnerable to violence, in any consideration of
existing or future changes to laws regulating firearms.

On February 7, 2025, President Trump signed an Executive Order instructing you to reexamine “all
orders, regulations, guidance, plans, international agreements, and other actions of executive departments
and agencies” to determine if they violate the Second Amendment. In “compliance” with this Executive
Order, the Department of Health and Human Services revoked former Surgeon General Vivek Murthy’s
advisory declaring gun violence a public health crisis, which was made in response to an increasing
number of firearm-related injuries and deaths in the United States. Despite non-partisan healthcare
experts agreeing that gun violence poses a public health crisis, the Administration arbitrarily chose to roll
back this call for necessary measures like background checks, secure storage, investment in community
violence intervention, and increased oversight of the gun industry, all of which would make immense
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progress to protect millions of women who have experienced gun violence or threats to gun violence at
the hands of an abusive partner.

The idea that individuals found to be dangerous by a court of law should not have access to a firearm is
not partisan or novel. Since its passage in 1994, the Violence Against Women Act made a promise to
survivors that their abusers, who were subject to domestic violence protection orders, could not access
guns. This has remained a bipartisan ideal, upheld most recently in the Supreme Court case United States
v. Rahimi, in which a conservative majority upheld a federal ban on the possession of a gun by someone
who has been the subject of a domestic violence restraining order.

On March 20, 2025, the Department of Justice (DOJ) published an interim rule that would allow the U.S
Attorney General or another DOJ official to restore the gun rights of individuals with criminal
convictions.* It was reported that the DOJ is working to determine how many years need to elapse for
domestic abusers to regain access to guns.® This is not only unacceptable, it is a total betrayal of
survivors. Women are five times more likely to be killed when their abuser has access to a gun, and
rolling back this commonsense protection would put survivors at risk.® This rule comes after the
Administration fired Elizabeth G. Oyer, the former Pardon Attorney at the Department of Justice, over
her recommendation to not restore the gun rights of actor Mel Gibson due to safety concerns regarding his
domestic abuse misdemeanor charge.” After she was fired, she began receiving letters from her former
employer stating that she is not authorized to disclose information about her work to lawmakers in a
blatant attempt to scare her into silence, and therefore scaring survivors into silence.®

Furthermore, we are concerned that President Trump endorsed H.R. 38, the Constitutional Concealed
Carry Reciprocity Act.’ This bill would require all U.S. states to recognize concealed carry permits
granted by the home state of the individual, regardless of their own standards and requirements. One
study found that in states with weak permitting laws, violent crime rates were 13-15% higher.'" That
increase in violent crime will spread across the country — and by definition includes intimate partner
violence like sexual violence, threats of physical or sexual violence, psychological/emotional violence,
and stalking." This law would also allow abusers to move their weapons across state lines to states with
firearm possession laws that are more lax than their own, enabling abusers to wield a weapon simply
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because they are in a different state. These potential public safety risks led to several law enforcement
groups opposing the bill, citing that H.R. 38 would “severely erode public and officer safety.”'?

Finally, we want to acknowledge the essential and unique role that the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms, and Explosives (ATF) plays in enforcing gun safety laws in the United States, to both prevent
crime and create safer communities. Therefore, as the Administration considers the “reorganization” of
federal agencies, we strongly urge that the ATF not be consolidated with any other subdepartment within
the DOJ. The ATF has already faced chronic underfunding, and straining its resources even further would
be a detriment to its ability to protect survivors, as they are the sole agency tasked with reducing gun
violence.

We request that you cease efforts to roll back existing protections against gun violence and ensure that
any future changes are evidence-based and consider the unique needs of survivors. We request a swift
response to outline 1) the potential changes the Administration is considering as a result of its February
EO 2) how the Administration intends to put the safety of survivors at the forefront of any policy related
to firearm regulation, and 3) what resources the Administration intends to provide to staff at agencies who
specifically support survivors to ensure that they are able to continue doing their essential work.

Additionally, we strongly encourage the Trump Administration to work closely with survivor advocacy
organizations and victim service providers to formulate their policies based on the expertise of survivors
and those who have dedicated their lives to supporting them.

Sincerely,
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Debbie Dingell ~ Gwen S. Moore Té€resa Leger Fernandez
Member of Congress Member of Congress Chair
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New Member Liaison Chief Whip Member of Congress
Democratic Women's Caucus Democratic Women's Caucus
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