Congress of the United States

Washington, BDE 20515

April 17,2025

Cameron Hamilton

Acting Administrator

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
500 C Street SW

Washington, D.C. 20472

Dear Acting Administrator Hamilton:

We are writing to express our strong opposition to FEMA’s decision to terminate funding under the Building
Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) program. As our nation continues to face an unprecedented
increase in the frequency and severity of natural disasters, programs like BRIC are critical to ensuring that
communities are prepared and resilient in the face of future emergencies.

In recent years, we have seen catastrophic flooding, wildfires, hurricanes, and tornadoes devastate communities
across our country. From the Gulf Coast to the West Coast, vulnerable regions are experiencing natural disasters
with increasing intensity. California, in particular, has been disproportionately impacted by wildfires. In 2020
alone, California experienced the largest wildfire season in state history, with over 4.2 million acres burned,
nearly 10,000 structures destroyed, and 31 lives lost, including three firefighters. The total economic losses
from these fires were estimated at $12 billion, not including the long-term health and environmental impacts.
These numbers reflect a growing trend. California has faced more than 100 wildfires in each of the last five
years, and the state continues to face significant threats.

The Gulf Coast and Southeastern U.S. have long faced the devastating impacts of hurricanes, and recent years
have only heightened the risks. In 2020, the U.S. experienced a record 30 named storms in the Atlantic
hurricane season, with 13 hurricanes, including six major hurricanes. States such as Louisiana, Texas,
Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida have faced some of the worst hurricane seasons on record. For example,
Hurricane Laura, which struck Louisiana in 2020, was one of the most powerful storms to hit the state in over a
century, causing at least $14 billion in damages and killing 33 people.

The BRIC program was created during the first Trump Administration as part of a larger effort to enhance
disaster resilience and preparedness nationwide. Since then, FEMA has distributed $5 billion in grants through
the program, helping communities take proactive steps in strengthening their infrastructure and mitigating the
impacts of future natural disasters.

Without adequate investment in disaster mitigation, we risk losing more lives, increasing economic losses, and
straining already overburdened emergency response systems. The BRIC program not only provides funding for
infrastructure improvements but also offers communities the tools to plan, prepare, and respond effectively to
future disasters. It is an investment in both long-term disaster prevention and public safety.

As natural disasters become more frequent and severe, the need for proactive resilience measures is more urgent
than ever. We strongly urge FEMA to reconsider this decision and restore the BRIC program to ensure that
communities across the United States have the resources they need to protect their residents, infrastructure, and
economies from the devastating impacts of natural disasters.

Thank you for your attention to this matter, and we look forward to your response.
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