
June 27, 2025

The Honorable Donald J. Trump The Honorable Kristi Noem
President of the United States of America Secretary of Homeland Security
The White House U.S. Department of Homeland Security
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 2707 Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue SE
Washington, D.C. 20500 Washington, DC 20528

The Honorable Marco Rubio The Honorable Pam Bondi
Secretary of State Attorney General of the United States
United States Department of State Department of Justice
2201 C Street Northwest 950 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20520 Washington, DC 20530

Dear President Trump, Secretary Noem, Secretary Rubio, and Attorney General Bondi: 

We write to express our strong opposition to President Trump’s recent decision to issue a 
sweeping travel ban that will deny entry to thousands of individuals from 19 different countries. 
This discriminatory ban will not improve our country’s national security, but it will needlessly 
rip families apart. We urge President Trump to rescind it immediately. 

During President Trump’s first term, his administration implemented a range of travel restrictions
on nationals from several countries, many of which were majority-Muslim countries. These 
travel bans faced continual legal challenges because of their blatantly discriminatory designs.1 
President Biden terminated the latest version of President Trump’s travel ban when he took office
in 2021, but the damage had already been done. The first Muslim Ban wreaked havoc on 
families, forcing over forty thousand people who had cleared one of the most exhaustive 
immigration vetting systems in the world to miss weddings, funerals, graduations, and births.2 
What’s more, there is no evidence that this ban or any further iteration did anything to improve 
national security or prevent terrorism. 

Despite the failure of the original Muslim and travel bans, President Trump has now issued an 
even broader travel ban. This new extreme travel ban will prevent nationals from twelve 
countries (Afghanistan, Chad, Republic of Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Haiti, Iran, Libya, 
Myanmar, Somalia, Sudan, and Yemen) from entering the United States, with seven other 
countries (Burundi, Cuba, Laos, Sierra Leone, Togo, Turkmenistan, and Venezuela) facing partial
restrictions, meaning individuals from these countries cannot come to the U.S. permanently or 

1 Trump issues new multi-country travel ban - POLITICO
2 20 years after 9/11, Islamophobia continues to haunt Muslims - ABC News

https://abcnews.go.com/US/20-years-911-islamophobia-continues-haunt-muslims/story?id=79732049
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/06/04/trump-issues-new-multi-country-travel-ban-00388047


apply for certain visas.3 The administration is reportedly considering imposing restrictions on an 
additional 36 countries.4  

The effects of this discriminatory travel ban will be devastating. In the last year alone over 
126,000 visas have been issued to nationals from just the twelve countries on the fully restricted 
list.5 These are individuals who are looking to come to the United States to reunite with family, 
support our economy, or otherwise enrich our country in innumerable ways. President Trump’s 
actions once again disgrace the founding principles of our nation and enshrine cruelty into our 
immigration system. 

Additionally, this travel ban will harm our economy by depriving the United States of workers in
key fields experiencing labor shortages like medicine and agriculture and further devastating our 
domestic tourism industry which is already expected to decline by $12.5 billion in 2025.6 

Given these severe impacts, we condemn this proclamation and urge President Trump to rescind 
it immediately. We also seek transparency into President Trump’s decision-making process and, 
accordingly, request answers to the following questions by July 3rd, 2025:

1. President Trump’s proclamation banned travel from countries based on a report that 
“identified countries for which vetting and screening information is so deficient as to 
warrant a full suspension of admissions and countries that warrant a partial suspension of 
admission,” as well as considered “various factors, including each country’s screening 
and vetting capabilities, information sharing policies, and country-specific risk factors — 
including whether each country has a significant terrorist presence within its territory, its 
visa-overstay rate, and its cooperation with accepting back its removable nationals.” 

a. Will your administration release this report in full to Congress and the public? 
b. How are screening and vetting processes determined to be “deficient?” 
c. What are the specific criteria by which your administration will continuously 

evaluate a country’s “conditions and vetting standards?” What are the parameters 
for a country to have a system that is considered sufficient? 

2. What is the status of your administration’s deliberations to add more countries to the 
travel ban?

3. What is the estimate of the economic impacts on tourism, jobs, and foreign direct 
investment as a result of this travel ban?

4. What metrics will your administration use to evaluate the effectiveness of the travel ban 
in protecting national security? 

5. Section 4(c) and (d) of the proclamation contemplates exceptions when in the national 
interest.

a. What procedures and guidelines will your administration use to determine who 
receives an exemption from your travel ban?

3 Restricting The Entry of Foreign Nationals to Protect the United States from Foreign Terrorists and Other National 
Security and Public Safety Threats – The White House
4 Trump administration demands action from 36 countries to avoid travel ban | Associated Press
5 What we know about the countries on Trump’s travel ban list, and how many people will be impacted | CNN
6 https://www.reuters.com/business/foreign-travel-spending-us-decline-7-2025-report-says-2025-05-13/

https://www.cnn.com/2025/06/05/world/us-trump-travel-ban-countries-explainer-intl
https://apnews.com/article/travel-ban-trump-vetting-state-department-28d434519562ecb245df4101ccdb1ff2
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/06/restricting-the-entry-of-foreign-nationals-to-protect-the-united-states-from-foreign-terrorists-and-other-national-security-and-public-safety-threats/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/06/restricting-the-entry-of-foreign-nationals-to-protect-the-united-states-from-foreign-terrorists-and-other-national-security-and-public-safety-threats/


b. Will your administration make these procedures and guidelines public, and will 
your administration allow individuals to apply for exceptions?

6. President Trump’s proclamation identifies insufficient vetting as a reason to bar 
immigrant visas from certain suspended countries. However, his proclamation exempts 
immediate relatives of U.S. citizens who can show “clear and convincing evidence of 
identity and family relationship (e.g. DNA).” 7

a. Given that your administration accept DNA tests as a valid form of identification 
and evidence of familial relationship, why has your administration categorically 
suspended the entry of all other family-based immigrant visa applicants, including
those who could also prove their identity in that manner?

7. For several countries (Burundi, Chad, the Republic of Congo, Togo, and Turkmenistan), 
President Trump’s proclamation lists no reason for a suspension of visas other than the 
visa overstay rates of individuals on B-1, B-2, B-1/B-2, F, M, and J visas, which are 
nonimmigrant visas. However, President Trump’s proclamation fully suspends all 
immigrant visas for those countries, including all family and employment-based visas. 

a. How does your administration justify suspending all immigrant visas on the basis 
of an unrelated nonimmigrant visa overstay rate? 

b. Did your administration conduct individualized analyses for all nonimmigrant 
visa types, or rely solely on the B-1, B-2, B-1/B-2, F, M, and J visa overstay 
rates? 

We thank you for your attention to this important manner.

Sincerely,

Judy Chu
Member of Congress

Christopher A. Coons
United States Senator

Jonathan L. Jackson
Member of Congress

Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress

7 Fact Sheet: President Donald J. Trump Restricts the Entry of Foreign Nationals to Protect the United States from 
Foreign Terrorists and Other National Security and Public Safety Threats – The White House

https://www.whitehouse.gov/fact-sheets/2025/06/fact-sheet-president-donald-j-trump-restricts-the-entry-of-foreign-nationals-to-protect-the-united-states-from-foreign-terrorists-and-other-national-security-and-public-safety-threats/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/fact-sheets/2025/06/fact-sheet-president-donald-j-trump-restricts-the-entry-of-foreign-nationals-to-protect-the-united-states-from-foreign-terrorists-and-other-national-security-and-public-safety-threats/


Ilhan Omar
Member of Congress

Jerrold Nadler
Member of Congress

Yassamin Ansari
Member of Congress

André Carson
Member of Congress

Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.
Member of Congress

Delia C. Ramirez
Member of Congress

Adam Smith
Member of Congress

Becca Balint
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress

Scott H. Peters
Member of Congress

Jared Huffman
Member of Congress



Bennie G. Thompson
Member of Congress

Gwen S. Moore
Member of Congress

Juan Vargas
Member of Congress

Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress

Maxine Waters
Member of Congress

Paul D. Tonko
Member of Congress

Betty McCollum
Member of Congress

Brad Sherman
Member of Congress

Brian Schatz
United States Senator

Elizabeth Warren
United States Senator

Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress

Nikema Williams
Member of Congress



Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Dan Goldman 
Member of Congress

Lateefah Simon
Member of Congress

Robert Garcia
Member of Congress

Sarah McBride
Member of Congress

Raphael Warnock
United States Senator

Alex Padilla
United States Senator

Jennifer L. McClellan
Member of Congress

Eric Swalwell
Member of Congress

Jesús G. "Chuy" García
Member of Congress

Ro Khanna
Member of Congress

Jimmy Gomez
Member of Congress



Chris Van Hollen
United States Senator

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

Mazie K. Hirono
United States Senator

Sean Casten
Member of Congress

Kathy Castor
Member of Congress

Donald S. Beyer Jr.
Member of Congress

Nydia M. Velázquez
Member of Congress

Maxine Dexter
Member of Congress
Ranking Member, 
Subcommittee on Oversight 
and Investigations

Yvette D. Clarke
Member of Congress

Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress

Mary Gay Scanlon
Member of Congress

Bernard Sanders
United States Senator



Angus S. King, Jr.
United States Senator

Diana DeGette
Member of Congress

Gilbert Ray Cisneros, Jr.
Member of Congress

Dina Titus
Member of Congress

Tim Kaine
United States Senator

Bradley Scott Schneider
Member of Congress

Mike Quigley
Member of Congress

Ron Wyden
United States Senator

Lizzie Fletcher
Member of Congress

Jeffrey A. Merkley
United States Senator

Adam B. Schiff
United States Senator

Madeleine Dean
Member of Congress



Cory A. Booker
United States Senator

Mark R. Warner
United States Senator

Jeanne Shaheen
United States Senator
Ranking Member, Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress

J. Luis Correa
Member of Congress

Melanie Stansbury
Member of Congress

  


