
July 10, 2025

The Honorable Mike Johnson The Honorable Tom Cole
Speaker Chairman
U.S. House of Representatives House Committee on Appropriations
H-232, The Capitol H-307, The Capitol
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, DC 20515

RE: Protect the U.S. Government Accountability Office

Dear Speaker Johnson and Chairman Cole:

We write to express deep concern regarding the proposed $396.5 million cut to the U.S. Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) in the Fiscal Year 2026 (FY26) Legislative Branch Appropriations bill. 
This unprecedented reduction in funding – nearly 50 percent – would severely diminish GAO’s 
capacity to serve Congress, the federal government, and the American people.

There is strong support – from both lawmakers and the public – for making government more 
efficient, effective, and accountable – and reducing waste, fraud, and abuse. But these goals cannot 
be met by decimating the very agency that helps identify and address inefficiencies in government. 
The GAO is a trusted, nonpartisan watchdog, and the results speak for themselves. Since 2002, 
GAO’s oversight has resulted in $1.45 trillion in financial benefits to the federal government, 
including $67.5 billion just last year.1

Cutting GAO’s budget in half would significantly weaken its ability to deliver future savings 
throughout the government. The proposed funding reduction would result in a loss of more than 
2,200 expert staff,2 hamstring critical oversight work, eliminate technical assistance to Congress, and 
delay or cancel ongoing investigations. Congress should be investing more in GAO’s work – not less.

We cannot fight waste, fraud, and abuse by gutting the one agency most responsible for uncovering 
it. We all want to make government work better – and that requires ensuring the GAO has the 
resources it needs to continue its work for the American people. As such, we urge you to reverse 
these cuts to GAO, and work with Members of both parties to preserve full funding going forward.

Sincerely,

Greg Landsman
Member of Congress

Sanford D. Bishop, Jr.
Member of Congress

1 https://www.gao.gov/assets/880/873251.pdf
2 https://punchbowl.news/article/senate/gop-eyes-medicaid-cut-delays
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