Congress of the nited States
Washington, DC 20515

March 27, 2025

The Honorable Donald J. Trump
President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Trump:

We write to express our outrage at your unprecedented dismissal of Commissioners
Charlotte Burrows and Jocelyn Samuels of the bipartisan U.S. Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission (“EEOC” or “the Commission™)." This unlawful abuse of
presidential power undermines the EEOC’s historic independence, harms U.S. workers,
and unduly politicizes the Commission’s work. It also impedes the Commission’s ability to
fully carry out its critical mission on behalf of the American people. We urge you to swiftly
reinstate Commissioners Burrows and Samuels.

Congress established the EEOC with strong bipartisan support in 1964 to advance equal
opportunity for all.? The independent, bipartisan, multi-member commission is the primary
federal law enforcement agency dedicated to preventing and addressing employment
discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, sex (including pregnancy, childbirth, or
related conditions, gender identity, and sexual orientation), national origin, age, disability,
and genetic information.> Workers experiencing discrimination rely on the EEOC to be a
fair and independent body that protects everyone’s rights, not one controlled by the
political prerogatives of the executive.

From 2014-2024, the EEOC recovered $5.6 billion for workers who were discriminated
against under these laws, * significantly more than the agency’s appropriations during that
time period. For FY 2024, the EEOC secured a record $700 million for workers who

! Olson, Alexandra, and Claire Savage. “Trump fires two Democratic commissioners of agency that enforces
civil rights laws in the workplace.” AP News, January 29, 2025. https://apnews.com/article/trump-eeoc-
commissioners-firings-crackdown-civil-rights-c48b973cb32bad97e9da9e354ba627db.

2 GovTrack. “HR. 7152. PASSAGE.” 2025. https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/88-1964/s409;
Congress.gov. “H.R.7152 — Civil Rights Act of 1964.” 2025.
https://www.congress.gov/bill/88th-congress/house-bill/7152/text.

® The EEOC is responsible for enforcing Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Title VII), the Age
Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967, the Pregnancy Discrimination Act of 1978, the Equal Pay Act of
1963, Titles I and V of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, Title II of the Genetic Information
Nondiscrimination Act of 2008, and the Pregnant Workers Fairness Act of 2022.

U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission. “Fiscal Year 2025 Congressional Budget Justification.”
March 11, 2024. https://www.eeoc.gov/fiscal-year-2025-congressional-budget-justification#:~:text=The
%20FY %202025%20Budget%20requests,President's%20budget%20level%200f
%20%24455%2C000%2C000.
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experienced discrimination.” The EEOC's role in enforcing these protections is essential to
ensuring that all workers have a fair chance to obtain employment, provide for their
families, and contribute to our economy.

The Administration’s firing of Commissioner Burrows and Commissioner Samuels is
unprecedented and an intrusion into Congress’ Article I constitutional authority. The
appointment of EEOC Commissioners is governed by statute and is designed to ensure the
agency’s independence from the executive.® The President appoints Commissioners and the
Senate confirms them. That is the beginning and end of the executive’s role in determining
who can sit on the Commission and for how long. The law not only expressly requires the
Commission to be bipartisan, but it also sets out five-year terms, a design that ensures that
Commissioners’ terms run between presidential terms, another purposeful action by
Congress to ensure the Commission’s independence.’

Longstanding Supreme Court precedent also confirms that multi-member independent
commissions such as the EEOC enjoy protection from “coercive influence” of the
executive.® In Humphrey s Executor v. United States, 295 U.S. 602 (1935), the Supreme
Court made clear that members of independent commissions like the EEOC cannot be
removed at will by the President.’ Prior Presidents have agreed; no Commissioner of the
EEOC has ever been removed prior to the expiration of their term in the Commission’s 60-
year history.

The removal of Commissioner Burrows and Commissioner Samuels also undermines the
Commission’s independence. Both Commissioner Burrows and Commissioner Samuels
had been confirmed by bipartisan votes of the Senate prior to the start of their terms, with
Commissioner Burrows’ term not set to expire until July 2028 and Commissioner Samuels
term not set to expire until July 2026. '

* National Partnership for Women & Families. “Priceless: The Over $5.6 Billion Impact of Equal Opportunity
at Work.” February 2025. https://nationalpartnership.org/report/priceless-over-5-6-billion-impact-of-equal-
opportunity-at-work/.

> Press Release, Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, EEOC Publishes Annual Performance and
General Counsel Reports for Fiscal Year 2024 (Jan. 17, 2025), https://www.eeoc.gov/newsroom/eeoc-
publishes-annual-performance-and-general-counsel-reports-fiscal-year-2024.

¢ 42 USC 2000e-4(a).

7 “There is hereby created a Commission to be known as the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission,
which shall be composed of five members, not more than three of whom shall be members of the same
political party.” 42 USC 2000e-4(a) 42 USC 2000e-4(a).

8 “For it is quite evident that one who holds his office only during the pleasure of another cannot be depended
upon to maintain an attitude of independence against the latter's will.” Humphreys Executor v. United States,
295 U.S. 602, 629 (1935).

? See id. at 631-32.

% Goldstein, Matthew, and Emily Steel. “Trump Fired E.E.O.C. Commissioners in Late-Night Purge.” The
New York Times. January 28, 2025. https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/28/business/trump-eeoc-
commissioners-fired.html.
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Workers deserve to earn a living free from discrimination and feel confident that when they
are harmed, they can count on an independent EEOC, not a politicized body, to protect
their rights. We urge you to reinstate Commissioner Burrows and Commissioner Samuels,

and we look forward to your urgent response.
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