
March 26, 2025

The Honorable Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. 
Secretary of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Ave. SW
Washington, D.C. 20201

The Honorable Doug Burgum
Secretary of the Interior
1849 C St NW
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Kennedy and Secretary Burgum:

We write with great concern over the Administration’s decision to eliminate key federally-funded
legal services for over 26,000 unaccompanied children in the United States. We urge immediate 
and full reinstatement of these services under the federal contract that provides for this 
longstanding, bipartisan program. The safety of these children hangs in the balance. 

Cancellation of vital legal services for unaccompanied children squarely conflicts with the 
Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act (TVPRA). That Act, which passed Congress 
on an overwhelmingly bipartisan basis, mandates that the Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) ensure counsel to the greatest extent practicable for unaccompanied children 
who are or were in HHS custody to “represent them in legal proceedings or matters and protect 
them from mistreatment, exploitation, and trafficking.” Stripping away attorneys from children 
in local communities will have the opposite effect as Congress directed and intended. 

As the TVPRA reflects, it is all but impossible for these children – one of the world’s most 
vulnerable groups – to receive a fair legal process in complex and adversarial immigration 
proceedings without legal representation. The termination of services means that all too many 
two- and three-year-old children who do not comprehend what those proceedings even are will 
nonetheless face them alone.  

The TVPRA also recognizes the critical importance of legal services to safeguarding 
unaccompanied children from trafficking and exploitation. Attorneys help identify indicators of 
such mistreatment in the first place, notify authorities as appropriate, and address immediate 
safety needs. Importantly, attorneys can aid children in serving as victim-witnesses in the 
investigation and prosecution of perpetrators. In many cases, unaccompanied children’s attorneys
may be the only adults to whom those children feel safe disclosing information about abuse and 
other harm. Hollowing out the legal services contract therefore renders unaccompanied children 
significantly more vulnerable to human traffickers and other bad actors.  



As the Trump Administration moves to place unaccompanied children into removal proceedings 
on a substantially expanded scale,1 it is important to emphasize that attorneys are necessary to 
ensure that those children understand and meet associated legal requirements. Lacking counsel, 
many children will be unable to comprehend Notices to Appear for immigration court or how, 
when, and where to make their appearances. By contrast, 98 percent of migrant children with 
attorneys show for their hearings.2 Attorneys also ensure that unaccompanied children submit 
address update forms to the immigration court system and other immigration agencies upon 
changes of residence so that those agencies can properly send notifications to and remain in 
communication with these children. 

Amid a deeply backlogged immigration court system, attorneys cut down on the volume of 
needed court hearings and furnish explanations to children that optimize the efficiency of those 
hearings and other legal processes. Similarly, when unaccompanied children wish to return to 
their countries of origin, attorneys help them expeditiously undergo voluntary departure. Absent 
legal representation, such children may instead remain in the United States at length.

We are gravely concerned that, despite the above considerations, the Administration recently 
terminated in substantial part the legal services contract for unaccompanied children, including 
the contract’s provision of legal representation to children otherwise on their own. With the 
safety of over 26,000 unaccompanied children against traffickers, abusers, and other bad actors 
on the line, prompt and full reinstatement of services under this contract is imperative. Thank 
you for your consideration of this pressing matter.  

Sincerely,

Jason Crow
Member of Congress

Dan Goldman 
Member of Congress

Brittany Pettersen
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Paul D. Tonko
Member of Congress

1 Marisa Taylor et al., Trump officials launch ICE effort to deport unaccompanied migrant children, REUTERS (Feb.
23, 2025), https://www.reuters.com/world/us/trump-administration-directs-ice-agents-find-deport-
unaccompaniedmigrant-2025-02-23/. 
2 American Immigration Council, Setting the Record Straight: Immigrants Appear in Court (July 30, 2019), 
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/immigrants-and-families-appear-court. 
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Diana DeGette
Member of Congress

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress

Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

Yvette D. Clarke
Member of Congress

Grace Meng
Member of Congress

Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz Barragán
Member of Congress

Sara Jacobs
Member of Congress

Nydia M. Velázquez
Member of Congress

Jennifer L. McClellan
Member of Congress

Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress

Bonnie Watson Coleman
Member of Congress

Lizzie Fletcher
Member of Congress

Jonathan L. Jackson
Member of Congress

Robert Garcia
Member of Congress

Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress

Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress

Frank J. Mrvan
Member of Congress

Marc A. Veasey
Member of Congress

Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress

Mary Gay Scanlon
Member of Congress



Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
Member of Congress

Jesús G. "Chuy" García
Member of Congress

Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress

Ilhan Omar
Member of Congress

Jan Schakowsky
Member of Congress

Gerald E. Connolly
Member of Congress

Adam Smith
Member of Congress

Adriano Espaillat
Member of Congress

Summer L. Lee
Member of Congress

Scott H. Peters
Member of Congress

April McClain Delaney
Member of Congress

Suhas Subramanyam
Member of Congress

Judy Chu
Member of Congress

Mark Pocan
Member of Congress

Joe Neguse
Member of Congress

Delia C. Ramirez
Member of Congress

Ro Khanna
Member of Congress

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Suzanne Bonamici
Member of Congress

Jill Tokuda
Member of Congress

Yassamin Ansari
Member of Congress



Eugene Simon Vindman
Member of Congress

Debbie Wasserman Schultz
Member of Congress

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

Ami Bera, M.D.
Member of Congress

Greg Stanton
Member of Congress

Joaquin Castro
Member of Congress

Jimmy Gomez
Member of Congress

Darren Soto
Member of Congress

Mike Levin
Member of Congress

Veronica Escobar
Member of Congress

Becca Balint
Member of Congress

Jamie Raskin
Member of Congress

Robert J. Menendez
Member of Congress

Greg Casar
Member of Congress

Teresa Leger Fernández
Member of Congress

Jahana Hayes
Member of Congress

Juan Vargas
Member of Congress

Kathy Castor
Member of Congress

Norma J. Torres
Member of Congress

J. Luis Correa
Member of Congress

Sarah McBride
Member of Congress



Thomas R. Suozzi
Member of Congress

Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress

Greg Landsman
Member of Congress

Robert C. "Bobby" Scott
Member of Congress

Kim Schrier, M.D.
Member of Congress

Jimmy Panetta
Member of Congress

Suzan K. DelBene
Member of Congress

Seth Moulton
Member of Congress

Lauren Underwood
Member of Congress

Joe Courtney
Member of Congress

Betty McCollum
Member of Congress

Troy A. Carter, Sr.
Member of Congress

Dina Titus
Member of Congress

Sylvia R. Garcia
Member of Congress

Donald S. Beyer Jr.
Member of Congress

Lori Trahan
Member of Congress

Madeleine Dean
Member of Congress

Eric Swalwell
Member of Congress

Eric Sorensen
Member of Congress

Stephen F. Lynch
Member of Congress

Gwen S. Moore
Member of Congress



Gilbert Ray Cisneros, Jr.
Member of Congress

Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress

Herbert C. Conaway, Jr.
Member of Congress

Dwight Evans
Member of Congress

Melanie Stansbury
Member of Congress

Maxine Waters
Member of Congress

Glenn Ivey
Member of Congress

Jasmine Crockett
Member of Congress

Zoe Lofgren
Member of Congress

Cc: Angie Salazar, Acting Director, Office of Refugee Resettlement 


